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and the dust colored villages and the gravel river beds and the
peasant's faces, I think: Save Spaln for decent people, it's too
beautlful to waste...

This 1s very harg work, writing in this light, and Ipve written

enough. I only tell you details, and what you think is what I think V
about this thing, and all along it hagd made me pr'oud/to know that you
were always understanding this and always hatinz{. (as we all hate
more and more) this ruthless invading war. But words are going to do
) nothing: Fascism has the best technique of wordms, the daring sustained
lie, and}.t works... Around now, the people of Spain need air‘planes.

What a world we live in after all: it seems such a 8hastly mess that
I place blame very heavily right now on two men, and wish I_knew

one cannot begin to place blame. /\It is as hor‘rible i senseless as>

6re history.
ea.rthquake and flood, and’ the faces of the peop e caught in ;Eﬁe

disagter -- the old women walking on the roads, with heavy bundlies,
walkingﬂ away from their homes, and stretching out their opened hands,
wearily and desperately, to all cars, wanting only a ride to ‘8O 8ome piba
place else, away, though they do not know whe*‘e and they do not care --

well, one won't forget these faces, ever. : . AN

A e

i Don't know when I' 11 “be back 1n Amerlca, ha.ve three months work
over here at the minimum, and always wanting to see how things go, and
why. T wilsh I could have seen you but I left so fagt, af‘ter reading
the papers, and anyhow you were on the west coast I think. But someday
I811 hope to see you and tell you about all this and someday write it.
There's a curious similarity between the endurance I gaw in thﬂ
unemployed -~ a kind ﬂof heroism in peacetime disaster -.- and this. :
and I want to write 1t mxdxy And this letter 1s now like a book and
enough of it. I send you as always my ‘love and admiration, and please
give my respects to Mbr'. Roosevelt:.

Alwaya, i )

ot~ ] ‘ )
Barcelona

April 24 or 25
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Dearest Mrs. Roosevelt: Likg
Yopur letter made me very happy. It was & kind of de coeur avec vous,
and what you say about the Neutrality Act is what, for a year seeing
1t work one-sidedly in Spain, we havg\though{fnciesterday; the papers x

say, the Act was coming up for revision and we do not yet know what

happened. We are asked by everyone and we ask each other, and we wait
for the news. Right now, the>NeutralltylAct is of the'greatest /
importance. Because the fight 1s far from lost here, but material isv »/
‘éadly needed. The much bragged of Italian advance to the sea was v(
done with planes and artillﬂry, against brave men who were inadequately
armed. Whole kxig divisions (amongst them the Ame;ican Brigade) %
W“Tv surrounded and cut off, and fought their way through the Fascists,"
back to Government territory, reformed thelr lines and fought again,
again to be surrounded, again to fight their way through and reform.
The miliﬁary history of the beriod of the war since Gandessa, on
Aurll 2, is a story of men overwhelmned by planes and guns, who LI 8
never saw enemy 1nfantry, but who have somehow managed now (April 24)
to reform and reorganize their lines and calmly, serenely and
d=terminedly carry on. There has been neither panic nor disorder,
neither in the rea® -- Barcelona -- ﬁor at the front. A retreaﬂ

ooy

before 1mpdssib%§Aarmaments wasg carried out with order, and the

line now holds. Zven the refugees -- and they leave home often with

a small bundle wrapped in a handkercheif, abandonning everything to
5et outy-are quiet and patlent on the xam roads, neither hysterical ﬁf
nor dramatic, but only dstermined not to live where the Fascists rule.

'Just beforé the Fascists reached the séa, I was out on the road

and vatched for big qy minutes twelve black German planes, flying in
ying

afperfect circl= not varvinz their position, flying and bembing and

d*V*no to machine gun: and they were working on one company of
Government soldlera, who had no planes or anti-airecraft to protect them /
but who were standing theng, holding'up the advance so as to permit, an
orderly retreat. That same day we watched thirfy three silver Italian
bombers fly in wedges over the mountains across the hodt clear sky to
bomb Tortosa: and anywnerse and éverywhere 1ls proof of the huge

amount of new material sant in for this drive and _everywhere 13

nce” or Loyallst Spaln. But to penalize

sy

procf of the unbending resistc
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these people, who are our kind of people and belleve what we belleve N 7\%9:‘
zna want a kind of society we take for" granted, seems unheard of. \9’
I am agaln impressed by the unshakeably democractic quaility of
Loyalist Spgi’n, talking with del Vayo , reading thﬁ*:lr ne’wspapers,
sesing the troops and the office.r‘s, watching 1ife as it goes on
here. And it goes on. ¥x It goes on in a way to make you very
prouda of the human animal. Fr‘anw %11l have to do away with
about twenty milllon Spaniards before he could ever rule tm.s country.

Now, for instance, new plans are afoot for childr’en homes and

o B ,

hospxt*ls, and no one thinks in terms of time, but iLn terms of the
future of Spain. The air raids, lately cnly on the port ga on, ‘and
the siren whines over the clty. We were in a movie house sSunday mornina,
gseeing the Spanish Earth (remam‘oer7) It had. ‘been z‘unning five minutes
When it flickered to a stop. A man's volce announced aplogeucally:
"Phere's an air raid." There were aLbaut. a thousand people there, and 5

bombs have fallen all over this city and you'd have to see what they

can do ®kk within a radius of five blocka to know what destructlion 1is
like. But no one in that theatre moved, or panicked. Pressn)tly
the ‘orchestr‘a appeared and played the national a\km‘nem aad after that &
a selection of I‘lneAromaggnic music 'z.hs;t sounded very funny indeed and
everyone chatted and walted and after an hour the electricity went on
again and so did- the film. This morning at. five there was aznother
siren risﬂ\inb end falling and wailing over the city, and then
against the night sky the searchlights climbing up and bending, back
against the clouds, and the tracer bullets from ’che anti alx‘craft
slowly going up like hot red bars. And the searchlights crawled
agalnst the clomis and the %aircraft pounded over the ci’oy and
when it was all over, I heard a nan walking down the street, singing
to himself, and the. city was as quiet as a village before dawn.

I d&o not see ow they can lose, unless the‘:de{nocracieé allow
Hitler and Mussolini to continue sending unli.m’itad supplies. a'vNeither
man power nor ability nor determination are lacking: but it Lls not
a fight between Spaniards, it 1s a fie;ht, between one democracy and
three Fascisms. And so we sit here and hope to h saven that a
sense of Jjustice and a sense of selfl protectlon will gulde tha House
and Senate and that the government of Spaln will be allowed tc buy with

:good gold those things its armles need to save 1its people, ﬁ.s land

anhd ths.t dz‘oll chlng, the t‘e.ith 1n a kind of fraedom we still “eall

5,66
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like. But no one in that theatre moved, or panicked. Presanl‘cly

the orchestra appeared and played the national a:nther aui
a selectlon of fineAromagtic pusilc ths;t sounded very funny indeed and
everyone chatted and walted and after an hour the electricity went on
again and so did- the film. This morningﬁt five there was another
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when it was all over, I heard a ran walking down tlhe street, singing

to himself, and thel city was as quiet as a village before dawn.
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Hitler and Mussolini to continue sending unlimlted supplies. Neither
man power nor ability nor determination are lacking: but it 15 not
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democracys

I am writing this by the light of two candles, uncertain}y,

after a day out at a quiet part of the fx:c;r;t. It has been one of
the thinss' to do lately, to go about and find one's old friends.
To find therm so sure, so unéhanging, so excellent and ‘humox'ous and
gimple and brave, 1s a good thing to have kn&m in one's life. I
find myself foolishl}{ patriotic about the Americans -- about hald
of the Llncoln-washington Br‘igaﬂe 1s lost since this last push--
I find that I love them 1mmeasubrably, am immeasurably proud of them,
individually and collectively, 'and proud{of At4h’eir record an'd' proud of /"
the reasons that brought them here and keep them here. "I never saw
better, méi'f'iﬁ my l.:Lfe in any ‘élo.untr'y,. a‘n& wha?:.'.fhay are willing to die
for if need be is whs,‘o you -~ in your way andv place -~ are willing to
live for. ’ L= )
You must read a book by a man named Steer: 1t is called "The Tree
of Gernika." Tt is about the fight of the Basques -- he's the London
" Times man ~-- and no better book has come out ;:f the war and he says
well all the things I'have~ tried to say to you the time‘s I gaw you, ]
after Spain. It is beautifully written and true, and few books are Ilike
that, and fewer still that deal with ﬁar. Please get it. ‘
My plans are uncertain. I am staying to see what happéns nelt.
Things look fipemmm now, #®& the Fasclsts are directing their
attack on the other half of Spain so it is very quiet here, for the
moment. I have.a huge job to do in Cheko~3lovakia, England and
! France for Collier's, and my'r ‘ds.lly bread may drive me out for a while
" but then I'll come back.}‘»,y What goes on h'ere seems to me very much the
affair of all of us, who do not want a world whose' bible 1s Mein Kampf.
I believ}e now as much a.s ever that Spain is fighting ou{ob%tmp W/
g.nd wily]}. not forget ‘l‘fhat night when we brought the film/\and the

President sald: Spain is a viearious sacrifice for all of ug... But e

I think Spain i1s maybe not a sacrifice, but a champlon: and hope to S

God that America at least will not go on letting this country down./w;‘
And you know something else, this country is far too beautiful

for the Fasclsts to have 1t; They have already made Germany and

Itlay and Austria s:; loathesome that even the scenery 1s inadequate,

and every time I drive on the roads/\and gee the rock mountains and the

tough terraced I‘i"ﬁlds, and the’ umbrella pines above the beaches,
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