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Paul Robeson
(1898-1976)
“The artist must elect to fight for
freedom or for slavery. I have made
my choice. I had no alternative.”
—7Paul Robeson, 1937
The African-American Paul !
Robeson, a large man with a deep voice, achieved great dis-
tinction as an athlete, singer, actor, scholar, and supporter of
social justice. Born in Princeton, New Jersey, Robeson gradu-
ated from Rutgers University with honors. He excelled in
sports (All-American in football). He graduated from
Columbia Law School in 1923 and married Eslanda Cordozo
Goode. He won fame as an actor on stage and screen. In the
popular musical Showboat, Robeson sang “Ol’ Man River.”
The rise of fascism in Europe in the 1930s awakened
Robeson’s political activism. He sang benefit concerts to
assist Jewish refugees from Hitler’s Germany and to sup-
port Spain’s democracy during the Spanish Civil War. His

mounting concern over fascist Germany's and Italy’s direct
support of the Spanish insurgents, and the western democ-
racies’ refusal to assist the legitimate government, led him
to visit the war-torn country in January 1938. He called his
1938 trip to Spain “a major turning point in my life.” He
became an outspoken critic of U.S. segregation and

lynching. In 1939, he recorded “Ballad for Americans,” a
work that celebrated diversity and multiculturalism.

Robeson’s demand for equality and his opposition to
the Cold War in the 1940s angered conservatives, who
called Robeson a Communist. His refusal to be silent led to
violent attacks at a concert in Peekskill, New York, in 1949.
His criticism of the Korean War led the U.S. government to
revoke his passport (later overturned by the Supreme
Court), which limited his travels until 1956. He died after a
long illness at the age of 77.

lllustrated by Joshua Brown
Written by Joshua Brown and Peter N. Carroll
Designed by Richard Bermack

Robeson in Spain is a special issue of The Volunteer,
published by the Abraham Lincoln Brigade Archives, 799
Broadway, Suite 341, New York NY 10003. We are grateful
for encouragement and financial support from The Puffin
Foundation, Ltd., The Bay Area Paul Robeson Centennial
Committee, Dr. Steve Jonas, Joan and Allan Fisch, David
Cane, Michael Organek, John and Jane Brickman, and Paul
Robeson, Jr. For information and review copies, contact:
robeson@alba-valb.org.
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1936-1939 (New York: Monthly Review Press, 1987). Photo of Paul Robeson is from the National Archives.



Spanish Civil War Timeline

SPANISH CIVIL WAR &
ABRAHAM LINCOLN BRIGADE

1936

Jury: Franco leads military rebellion
against the elected Spanish
Republican government.

Hitler and Mussolini provide military
aid to Franco’s Nationalists.
AucusT: Soviet Union agrees to pro-
vide aid to Republican Spain.

DecemBer: December 26, first contin-
gent of U.S. volunteers leaves New
York City for Spain.

1937

JanuARY: Medical Bureau to Aid
Spanish Democracy sails for Spain.

Fesruary: U.S. volunteers name them-
selves the Abraham Lincoln Battalion
and see first action at Jarama.

ArrIL: Basque town of Guernica
destroyed by German bombers.
Jury: Captain Oliver Law is appointed
commander of the Lincoln Battalion,
first African American to lead
American troops in battle.

Decemeer: Battle of Teruel begins.

1938
January: U.S. volunteers participate
in battles around Teruel.

JuLy: The Lincolns join in the Ebro
offensive and remain in action until
September.

SEPTEMBER: Premier Juan Negrin
announces withdrawal of all foreign
soldiers from the Republic’s armies,
hoping to pressure Franco to do the
same for German and ltalian volun-
teers. Franco ignores the gesture.
OcroBeR: International Brigade
begins to leave Spain.

1939

January: Barcelona falls to Franco.
Lincoln veterans hold public rallies urging
U.S. to lift embargo on arms for Spain.
FesruARY: Franco's troops take
Catalonia.

Britain and France recognize the legit-
imacy of Franco government.

MarcH: Madrid surrenders to Franco.

THE WORLD

SEPTEMBER: Major European powers
form a non-intervention committee,
agreeing to support neither side.
OcToBeR: U.S. President Roosevelt
presents “quarantine speech,” warn-
ing of an epidemic of lawlessness
around the world.

U.S. Congress extends Neutrality
Acts, barring U.S. involvement in
Spanish Civil War.

Picasso’s Guernica exhibited at Paris
World’s Fair.

Italy withdraws from the League of
Nations.

Japanese forces bomb and occupy
Nanking, causing large civilian
casualties.

the Third Reich.

Munich Conference provides for
German occupation of portions of
Czechoslovakia.

gogues and businesses destroyed
throughout Germany.

Germany occupies Czechoslovakia.
SEPTEMBER: German armies invade

| Poland, beginning World War Il.

MarcH: Germany annexes Austria into

Novemger: Kristallnacht: Jewish syna-

The Spanish Civil War

The Spanish Civil War began as a rebellion, led by
General Francisco Franco, against the legally elected
Republican government in July 1936. The rebels opposed
liberal changes, such as land reforms and provisions for
women’s education, legal divorce, and the right to vote. In
large cities, such as Madrid and Barcelona, civilian militias
successfully resisted the military uprising, but Franco
appealed to Europe’s fascist dictators, Hitler in Germany
and Mussolini in Italy, who sent armed forces to Spain. In
1937 German planes bombed the town of Guernica, an
atrocity that inspired Pablo Picasso’s most famous painting.
The Spanish Civil War continued until April 1939, when the
victorious generals captured Madrid.

The Abraham Lincoln Brigade

European democratic countries feared that their inter-
vention in the Spanish Civil War might provoke a second
world war. To avoid that, the international community
adopted a policy known as “non-intervention,” denying aid
to both the legal Spanish government and the rebels.
Starved for assistance, the Spanish Republic then appealed
for voluntary help. This appeal was supported by the com-
munist-led Soviet Union.

Volunteers from more than 50 nations, numbering
around 35,000 men and women, went to Spain, forming the
International Brigades against fascism. To enter Spain, U.S.
volunteers had to defy State Department orders that
stamped all passports with the warning “NOT VALID FOR
TRAVEL IN SPAIN” and pretend to be tourists. Nearly
3,000 volunteers from the United States served in the
Abraham Lincoln Brigade or the American Medical Bureau
to Save Spanish Democracy. About one-third of the
Americans died in Spain.

African Americans in the Spanish Civil War

About 90 African Americans volunteered in Spain,
including Oliver Law, from Chicago, who eventually com-
manded the Abraham Lincoln battalion until he was killed
in 1937. The only African-American woman was Salaria
Kea, an Ohio nurse. The Abraham Lincoln Brigade was the
first fully integrated army. Black volunteers were surprised
and delighted to mix completely with whites without wor-
rying about race prejudice or discrimination. “Spain was
the first place I ever felt like a free man,” said soldier Tom
Page. Later, during World War II, African Americans had to
serve in U.S. units that were segregated by race.
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RoYAL ALBERT HALL,

Lowdou, DEC. 19, 1437~

BEFoRE A HUSHED,
PACkED Hodl€, GREAT
BRRyTAd's “MesT
PoPuLAR SINGER”
REACHES THE CLLIMAX

OF WIS PERFoRMAHCE—

"/ BLIMEY! ¢
ol b|D l‘(gu -
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o ToTe THAT
BARGE!
L\FT THAT
BALE!
You SHOW
A LITTLE
GRIT AND
You LANDS
= IN JAIL-

HE JUST CHANGED THEM -
RoBeSoN CHANGED THE LYRICS

To ‘oL’ MAN RIVER.”




MY WoRDS APD Soldfrs

HORTLY AFTER THE CONCERT TP :
i i e Darae oo aone BN wiLe uave more

ToipG Good Wokk

R SPA WEIGHT, I'LL BE

HERE 18 EAGLAND. MoRE eFFecTVE
IF | VisiT THE

n JuTRY.

—PERRAPS YouR Veoic

| 'VE BEEN 5AYiNG "THE

THink ARouT IT. Do Yad =

REALLY NEED To Go INTe ) (ST MAST TAKE .fibés_q
A WAR AREAZ You'lL BE _ . P :
RisSkcilG YeuRr LIFE— / : = j‘%.

\'"__.., R 'LP'}‘

R A |[rave s cuear. spaid s\}
e == OUR FIGHT —MY FIGHT/ |
1L v Fang| P

ESSIE, I'M GoING. || THE HELL You ARE, PAUL

WITH Yod oR EoBESoM. If YOURE Geldi

WITHeUT :r’ar.:./ To SPAIL, I'M GoldG To
SPAIN.

FoolLisH
| DEA.

N e
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YouRe AW,
Too, RIGHT 7

Of—-50
= | YouvE SEEH
_\_AcTied.

L .é_{—-—

THATS A REAL WAR
Poun THERE —

£ I ohighe,

}aﬂ‘f— L
BopY fFoe




ARY 23,1938~ ll’!it_g&ﬂ"ﬁ_(f THE FRAMCE-SPAIN BORDER

R

i ME? 1| THouaHT Y1 7
you HAD THem !

—
You HAVE THEM,
poR'T You?
b= =

JUST KiDpIN G, DEAR! AND |
HAVE OUR VisaS, Too. AFTER
ALL THE TROUBLE THE STATE
PEPARTMENT PUT US THRoUGH,
Do you THIHK 1'D LET THEM
Y SIGHT? J—

Now THAT u.5. PASSPoRTS |
ARE STAMPED “MoT VALID !
ForR TRAVEL To SpPAN “IT's |

S

PASAPoRTES,
Lucky ouRS ARE GLD.j:-f'r?; Paie FVOR.
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gnai-ﬁo“' WHY HAlE 'fauJ T WHAT aRE f'uuar Dogs THis
SR Ro CoME Te :-fouR PLMIE?J WAR HAVE To
H“ RﬂBESﬁH s |¢‘=|| Do WITH you?

) LOVE THE CAUSE oF DEMocRALY
10 SPAIN—pNOT pHLY AS An
Agflj‘r BuT ALSo AS A Ne(RO.

HoLbd o, BoYS, LETS Do THIS op€ AT
A TIME,

You'Re 14 FoR A SURPRISE. WaIT —!

‘TiL Yyod SEE How DIFFEREAT IT 1S

HERE., YouRr cnuuTF.VMEd FilgHTId
HERE TELL ME THERES WoT THE
SLIGHTEST TRACE of
CeLer PREJUEJI-:E
8 SPaIL,

| BeELoP& Te AW OPPEESSED I

™ RACE, DISCRIMINATED AGAINST,
- OPE THAT could HeT

LIVE IF FASCISM

| CART WAIT _' » ' PLEASE HURRY~THE LIGHT IS FADING
To MEET THEM, EER - _ AND You SHOULD SEE THE LATEST
\ - : WeRk Dope Ey MUSSoLINIS PLAMES,
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[ \WE MusT TAKE CARE.
THE RAID OCCURRED

oMLY THIS MoRNING...

[ JUsT Do'T GETIT QTHAT NIGHT..] L £T'S LEAVE OUR THINGS BY
How CAN BRITAIMN, THE DooR... I CASE WE HAVE
FRANCE AKD AMERICA B To MAKE A RUM FoR IT.

be HaTHIHG 4
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[Tu€spAy, JAHUARY 2.5, 1928...

BuT THAT SEEMS A LobG YouR FATHER Woulb BE Peoud
E‘ucﬂ.tsn 15 .'M.PE{chLE TIME AGO. BEFORE THE To SEE You DEFEPD THE CAUSE
= 7= || FASCISTS MURDERED MY Fxmée HE DIED FoR.

HE WAS opE
OF THE
FRAMERS of
THE 1931
spAanIsH
REPUBLICAN
d cou ,gfr‘ru‘i"fﬂ;-l

By u})"“fﬁ- I I: l
“THARKS Te

MY STubD(€S
I~ La#bﬂu j

Ry

PERHnPj | Am MeT Ar-m-‘E
THOUGH — FIVE of My BROTHERS
g@,! ALSDO ARE 1l THE FlaHT.

EUT | A JJE&LE-LTIH& MYy DuT*f
AS YouR GUIDE AVP WE HAVE -
ARRIVED 10 BEULIcASIM,

ForMeRLY A — ARD New THE BASE HOSPITAL
RESORT Fok T*f/l CLOSEST T0 THE FRoOT.
-

uf @ ¢ 5

oo

: ‘m'x&,//gﬁmgxxfm«/m/ meﬁfﬁ‘/& 7

/Sarup/
MY NAME iS—

PAUL RoBESom S
| THoUuGHT 1T WAS
Youd BuT | CodlbnN'T

;"I ) r:_.l oy,
filly /
./H.'l."l,- |'l
i

) II.IIIl
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THE NAME'S 1ULIUS RODRIGUEZ, Bnm_—l (| HEALD THERE WERE HERMANOS

M ov, ES
¥ TAMPA, BRED 14 SPALISH HARLEM~| FIGHTING FoR THE REPUBLIC. You'RE | COMRADES, OVER HERE

L ¢
y f
WHICH (S WHY | COMPRENDE THE AUE FIRST |'VE MET. BUT WHAT ARE ITS PAUL R'BES“.
I]Lulﬂri:l HERE. BEEV id SPAIY, ¥ THE || You Poidir AT THE HaI'L::L? A NNV ) |
[LidCoLN ERIGADE, ELEVEH ModTHS, .
7 v ; :
! o) - oH, | GoT A ¢ 4

BLIGHTY i THE R

TeRvel FIGHT
1M FIoge Now,
VLL BE FPAck
AT THE FRoMT
IN o TIME,

& |

A
BLOODY HELL-

You WERE PAMNED Geool
|# SHOW BOAT,

| HEAZP Yod SiMG 1
ToRoNTEo - N MASSEY HALL .,

| SEEH You 14 &
‘ppﬁﬂﬂﬂf‘ MINES,

BIGGER'M HE
LookS 1K HIS

e --?‘

>
f/”/%%

You kNow, YoU'RE THE ONLY
fAMOUS EPTERTAINER WHo's
CoME FROM AMERICA To VISIT

1] "
THE VoLUPRTEERS, SN '
[g i Y e lEuT HE CADT SING !
Tyl oK A % " . ::‘...- ]

7777

=

iy

5y i [ ReALLY? wWHAT
; f /,,r] ff/? AgouT Hsmm
.f I 7.2 i

"] MUST KEEP FIGHTIN' BuT oL'MAN RIVER, “— 7
UHTIL I'M DPYIN; He JEs5 keEPS RolLIN ALonG! 7 T %@}&; —
Vot FoR CHANGIUG

P THE Lyrics/ |/
L)

£ o
7
~

&l
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_— — . [ —
&1BBS, WHAT RE You o ABout? Now, THANKS To L’{"' I'M HAPPY TO REPRT THAT OUR |

.._ CGHH«DE RoEeso P PATIERTS ARE WELL- NouRISHED.
R - HERE, THE Soplr cAP | CAP'T SAY THE SAME FoR THE EEJJEK'

"%" SPEAK FoR ME AMD e foPuLaTion . CHILPRER ARE GETTIAG
4,,‘1 _-‘f <) EVERY c:fHEr:: ,,J,E[,j'tﬂ | sick. THE EMBARGC ALD THE BnMFmﬁ-S
Dmd‘l' You wﬂw?

ARE S AElJthr us/
VOLUMTEER. € 5T
THE ORI IMAL SopG&

NE"‘.'T ““M. TIRED T - ‘. g w . &k . # /2
of Livi)’, AUp e ‘.'1?';7/ ) : g
| SCARED of 3 7 | .\\4\ {

‘\n_n.n-l'

¥ i

iTs f#bfjﬁRlEA#LE AP AR Ra1D. |

TERRIFY 196, DEMORALLING. WHEN |
THE BomBs DRoP AwD THE ExfLo-

I THE STREET Ruwiinl FoR SledS GET PEARER APP PEAER,

N/ SHELTER.. THEY FLEw Dowd AT LOUPER AuD LovpER—
:: THE HosPITALS - WE HAD To EVACUATE, ST ) Sp—

2 //#/(j;’f{/ %ﬂ,’?»’ 122,

e
% W A 7z

WE SAW THE Wokk 'F'
MuSsel 1 ('S praJdeys k
|¥ BARCELerA,

THEY FLEwW
Low, STRAFIOG THER,
MACHIPE GUPS AT PECPLE

=
4
f:/f'

-
i
o

BOoMBILG'S BAD ALRIGHT, BUT ITX
smPERS THAT S<pRE ME,

| SAW THE CAHME 'THE BULLET THAT &oT ME SHeT FRoM A
OoF THE TRENCHES CHURCH ToWER i1 TERUEL.

(1) THE GREAT WAR Ty Y o e
AUD THER [ SAW MY

SHARE of SLAUGHTER
|9 THE CoAL MIRES. [l
BUT THoSE DAMAED
SNIPERS—

' 2 ‘fr‘a?} : i N THATS WHERE THE FASUSTS usr.:ALLfMAxE THEIR
| LAST STAKD, SHoSTIN G- Dowd AT THE SLDIERS.
ME? BRAVET WELL, | GUESS You
A NEVER HEARD of
CAPTAIL OLIVER AW,

TS A BRIGHT
AMD WIEKED
Looksin & THING,
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You Dﬂ#'f_-;h’ﬂhl
WHo DLIVER LAW 157

you SHouLD.
EVERYONE

HE DID SoMETHING No STHER CeLoReD
AMERICAN EVER DID.

a I'||.‘-,‘h"‘ A
e

SPAIN. BoRm |8 1899 or 1900, RAISED
o A RANCH (0 WEST TEXAS,
¥

HE Moved Te  ||||IL
CHICAGO, DROVE 0
A CAB FeR A &
CPeLL, WORKED |
ON THE DoCks,
JoINED THE
upiop . THEN
HE RAN A SMALL
RESTAURANT TIL SEEES -
Dip (T M.

DoN'T Khdow MUcH ABouT HIM BEFoRE

SERVED 10 THE
U.5. ARMY DUR(AG
THE GREAT WAR.
RE-ENLISTED AFTER
IT WAS DVER. LASTED
SIX YEARS AMD
THEN HE'D HAD
ENoUGH oF ITS
RACIST WAYS.

\

=% " ARolpD THAT TIME HE
S03in JoINED THE PARTY ARD
. STARTED ORGANIZING
<~ UNEMPLOYED WORKERS, |4
376 1935 WE LED STREET
" PROTESTS AGAINST
MU SFoLINIS [PVAS|oR of

;' ETHIOPIA. AND 1 JARUARY
1?3? HE WAS ONE of

HE FoUGHT AT JARAMA (N FEBRUARY. (T WAS
BAD . THE BATTALION LEADERSHIP
WAI Mmmm'sa .

o
—

\

M

v 49D LAW VS PROMOTED.

SEE, LmJ DION'T HAVE HUCF EXPERIEACE FIGHTING —
BUT HE HAD MORE THAN ‘MoST APYBoDY ELSE AMopé
AHE VoLUNTEERS. IN THE SPRING HE WAS PIckED To

BE _FATTAUN LEADER .

\2s U AT LEAST HE HAS
oLIWER LAV Il come miLitary
| BACEGReURD.

AND 1T 4BouT

TiME WE FRAC"
TICED WHAT PE
 FReAH AND

rfL'Ih-

2 (1 e

Ifﬂl b - <)
II J'i’r; -
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LAW'S PROMoTION MET WITH GENERAL APPROVAL
AMONG THE LINCeLNS.

f‘ﬁlE FIRST AMERICAN NEGRD | [ ABE LINCOLN DIPA‘T

Of FICER. LEADING WHITE EVEN ALLOW THAT IN

TROOPS— DAMN /

SoME, THoUGH, DIDI'T LIKE LAW, oR HiS
RAPID RISE, ONE BIT-

| WAS A BETTER
MACHINE GUNNER
AT JARAMA ‘N HiM!

T0 EQUALITY WiTH
THe NEGRO/

: n i % 0 Aul) o f
5 Py : o0 - ]
[7 [ ) 2 "y q
3 % . q A [ - N :'
AD TO y
AD 5
VILLANUEVA DE LA | WON'T MINCE words, Bl —=
|| CARADA, JuLy 9™... COMRADES. THIS WILL S
al thJ‘ E'. = d_;..
Faslenin ° =) i
o THERE LL BE PO AIR, N
SUPpoRT FoRr US. F“x it
~_ w7 ° [ ATTACK THIS MORNING P = ;f;,
N " on THe FASCIST tosiTion| fpLus, we'e BE FiaHT-
2! o ld oN MosQuITo RIDGCE. N j0& ouR WAY UPHILL. 7
-u.r’fv{“ I;P"IN . — ”,-_../ f Zﬁ; =
DoN'T GO OVERTHE | (“ STEVE, I'VE GoT To I'M GoNG To LEAD (T,
ToP WITH THE Més, LEAD THE ATTACK . | HAVE To BECAUSE
DUVER. WE CAN'T £ | ORDER THE coM-
AFFoRD To Lo%E You !

P RADES Te Go BUER
et N\ e W S—— THE TeP AND SoME |
AT —

é{é’? Of THEM GET

e
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kKiLED, | Won'T
EVER BE ABLE Te

LookK IN A Mgpog
AlcAiM.




_"‘ﬂffmk\\ =" |LETS Go! Kg‘%x -
R i 1207
i L T . (ﬂ‘lﬁ WE CAN

: o CHASE ‘EM

You'lL BE BACK ||
IN No TIME, SIR. | |-<¢

el

LAW DIDN'T LAST |~
5uT THE DAY,

TS THEY BURIED HIM

NEAR THAT DAMNED
HiILL.

7 2,2} NG, ALLRIGHT. ..

o /(, . :
f MAYBE EVEN AS | i
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W WEDNESDAY, JAPUARY 26,1938~ TARAZoNA, [
| INTERPATIONAL TRAINING HEADQUARTERS.. .|

j\ £ ‘hvl\.-j‘l::'fjg ) {-‘ i‘_ 3 b \]
v o b A
THANk fﬂu‘. r:‘:_':_—-f'.' Sy "K\k; CauLn l.lfdu m*k{
MR- RoBESon! /1 | Suge THIS LETTER

GETS Te MYy quﬁ,

I’ HEVER .I , _-| ] | r:":.‘ |
reecer oo g = 5 TR TEE
CopCERT ! ' 2 ; . .| o

T

(T

I'VE BEER WorDERING -
ARE THERE Mo BLack
WoMEN VOoLUJTEERS ?

W s .

LATER, EMN RouTE To MADRID...

| THE BlAck VOLUNTEERS CopFIRM
THERES No RACE PREJUDICE HERE -~
AT LEAST AMopdr THE SPAMIARDY . .

T

She grew up in your fubber
town= Alron, Ohio. $he
wanted to be 3 nurse but
there wereé ne ndr_r'.nj
cchools in Akren for Ihér
race. Harlem Hospital in
New York acce?-teé her. She
jraduated in 1934,

)] HWE MET
oME. | RELIEVE
CHE |5 CALLED

—

Y

When lkai:? invaded E.'tlalmpia "
1935 she felt she had te do
something. With other nurses
and doctors she_hel ncl
two tens of b
medical sup-
(ies to the
victims of [/
Musscolini's ré
hambinﬂs.

I

You khow WHATTHEY SAID?
THE CoLeR of MY Skiu

Would MAKE ME meRe
TROUBLE -THA# (‘D BE
weRTH !

WELL=THEW
WHAT ABouT
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She ah.u-gs‘
8l &

wanwted te he!p pea[:-le intreuble,
e

| CoNTACTED 'TI;E\

x T -
— e
wrat’s e maTreR sact)gm) & [rep cross ABout

'-f:li'-"& ¥ eHio-

J « R
- iﬂ-

’

ni{— ; “_.-. ,{,.? ]
#3"’-"\"4: — _;::‘4.-
,,.,..‘L&-g_.‘:" ?ﬁ ﬁ'ﬂ é
o - k5
'/ ' A g | ’/; ,.i"
(37 Ly fﬁ;ﬁf//ﬁ
| 4 {jr H /f
9 il‘ / i,
She set sail =/ YouRe
in March 1937 = To SPAINZ /=1
with ether T —
purses and

4he nnhtiolah!c‘{ y
erson 1w the




wac c,{ea,r af foon Ag
they arrived.

rEalariafr §roup ja:ned
the team at \/illa Paz,
near Madrid. They had
taken over an abandoned
Pahct’.. deserTed Ijncg
the king's abdication
h 1931, |t was @
mess, but they succeed-
|ed in Setting up the
I-Flrst American base

| hn;r;‘taf n SP&;H‘

The Rerublic? de Srﬂt'aﬁﬂh

£/ fww YESTERDAY? )

WHY DIpp'T You
COME YESTERDAY?

.1".
o

Wl
'\\.\k‘-\\\wz A

s R

YESTERPAY, THEY (AME
IO THEIR PLANES AND
PROPPED BoMBL. MY
FATHER APD MOTHER
APD MY BRoTHERS

WERE HURT.
WE HAD No
DocToRS OR IR
HURSES... ye
So THEY

PiEp,

B |II(!|.

On Sundays, From TAM on, the local people

ame to 3&2 help at the Ho:r'ut.al Amecicane.
..... --'ﬁgﬂfw

: .;.'--'.- . ’

A

Wwounded and (| seldiers.

THE RED cRoS(
woulLD HEVER
LET Yod Pe THAT
N AMERICA,

Meanphile, the hospital’s beds quickly filled with

[ 1 DeN'T
W cARE (F
ITS WHITE

ALL RED Te
g

But cendilions at the EMP.'faf were r:'shf_ The
runm'n3 water semetimes stoppec and the
keresene steves randry. Without water jind
heat Lhe sick and weunded couid die.

So Salaria came up with ;n_gtm‘nu.r solutions,

IT5 FREEZING 19 HERE. L
Weae coomier To Lose i BN WELL BE R.'r
IF WE Dop'T RAISE HIS ,

Boby TEmpERATURE |

]_T‘”—LTT.
Ny e e Tuese, PP
WiLL You, PILAR T p (FE

Down im The he

IS THE LuUlcH Soup
BolLiNG YET?

I'M SURE THE
STAFF Wwed'T
MIND SHARING /

~" WITH BALS
FILLED WiTH
HeT souP
RECOVERED.
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SHE MAREIED odE of HER PATIELTS,
A BRITISH VelUWTEER. THE RoBES
oN To MAD
AHH, A ReMARTIC FINALE.
SourpPs LIKE SACARIA'S
WoRTHY ofF A Fium Teo.

%

,A'

A
A,

.

b

ABD 1 kol JuST THE ]
pErsop To PLAY HER parr!

BuT SALARIA KEA'S LToRY
WASN'T ovER . ..

THAT APRIL SALARIA WAS SENT To
THE FRepT MEAR TERUEL Te HELFP |
SET UP A FIELD HospiTAL. .

opfd{ CoNTIQUEP
RID—

THEY WERE SURJELTED To RELEATLESS
| BomBISG AND STRAFILG.
'77// YT
e SALARIAY 4Re )T, ——

You HURT? __
v, T 7

1. 17 okcay
| MuST HELP

—\ THE oTHERY,

‘| s wilm THE EERO

THE FASCIITS BRoke Jf_l?,[} JW
THEoUGH THE Lt o,

AND THE MEDICAL }}IAIG %’V
WoRKkERS HAD To P
EVACUATE, ATTACKS i
coMTINUED AS THEY
FLED. SoME oF THE
MEPICAL STAFF

fIvER To SAFETY. 7
uT of F FRREM THE’_}\‘.'
OTHERS, SALARIA | .
MAKAGED To walk
ApD HITCHHIKE HER
waY Te THE AMERI-
¢Ad MED(CAL UNIT
MEAR BALCELONA,

IT Was do SAFER THERE. THE BomMES RAISED od
EARCELONA . SALARIA WAS ALWAYS olE of THE
FIRST Te ARRIVE To TRY Te SAVE SURvVIVeRS.

/] THE WORST WAS WHEN THE g '
j VICTIMS WERE CHILDREN.

V%

[SALARIA'S 10JuRIES
WERE SEVERE. SHE
WAS SENT Home,
BuUT EVER AS HER
wousDs HEALED

S HE Workeb TIRE-
LESSLY To SEANP
MED IcAL SUPPLIES
To sPAIN.

SHE LATER, SEEVED
10 THE U.5. ARMY
NURSE CoRPS DUR- = —
[ING WORLD WARTL, o

————
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oM THE cuTIKIRTS
oF MADRID ...

LATER AT THE PALACE HeTEL X mMabRID ...
F |

¥

n '! ;m.l-: ABodT
i

I'te BE ABLE To ILEEFP

+
N
AL

THE RoAD HERE If
TREALHEReUS — THE
FASCISTS HAVE
fomSTANTLY BoMBARD-
ED THE cITY fi8C€ 1936,

Ld ¥ury !

WITHouT A LULLABY Topi GHT.

=B 7 1'm AFRAID
THAT WILL BE

THE HEXT DAY od THE RoeF of THE

You CANEASILY SEE THE TRENCHES
FRoM HERE = ApD THE (o fuRGEMTS

CAM EASILY SEE u;l.-fj-——r
g —

—7
I

FoRMER ROYAL PALACE. . . B N QUICkLY, LET us
_ — e TAKE CovER ) HERE!

Cip You HEAR T THE
BLACK 18 TS RHYTHM

FLAMENCD 1§
ALD SAD PEPTHS,

[

June 2009 THE VOLUNTEE




SENOR AND
SENORA RoRE sop,
MAY | IDTRoDUCE =

|- DoR‘T THiIk &

| couLp BE So ;
CopPIAL LIVING 7
UNDER A REIGN
of TERROR. Hol
Do THEY Do (T ?

WE ARE AHﬂlED) STeYS { “\T 1S BETTER To bi€ oH youR

BY THE SPIR\T oF FEET THAR To LIVE oN YouR

THE PEOPLE oF  |=7 aiTyyp || KNEES." PEOPLE AReudD THE
Yes, THEY ARE WerLP guUeTE Yeu.

FlaHTERS EVERY
PAY. THIS 1S A
STRULGLE WE

| FEAR THE WHoLE
WoRLD Sood WiILL
BE Fl&rUTuG,

PAY, THE RoBESONS' SCcHEDULE 15 FULL . 7
- YL

]
5

.II f}.-“-||_

& 37 }_, F’ G
H!

f’ 5 . -l:. A i L

e [
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NO PASARAN/ €xPRESCES THE
o . ——d | SPANISH PEOPLE'S SPIRIT— BUT
£ CoursE I | HOW LoNé CAN THEY LAST?

A TROUBUNL ME —
-. AL THEY NEED HELP

b T

d

THERE'S SoMETHING ELSE, WHAT Do WE Do AFTER
| SNT THERE , PAUL 2 WE LEAVE SPAINZ

i -
. v
//a,. T
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ST WHAT WILL 1T TAKE To-

4| DEMocRACIES To DO
SOMETHIAG? A §

b

At |
;
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A
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LATER, EN ROUTE To THE
FREMCH BoRDER

ARSYUE

= B St
N R
. T IS TN
A Ay~
3

¥ A
o g I Ll
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IF WE ALLeW REPUBLICAN SPAIM
To SUFFER, 1M CopVINCED WE
WiLL OURSELVES EVENTUAL

woRkLD WAR
15 CoM MG,

WE WiLL SooN BE
AT THE BoRDER.

THIS~ A MEDAL FoR
VALoR | RECE(VED

LY SUFFER AS DEEPLY.

I'M AERAID A

i,

=2
e
s #34,: .

Y
= .c:h.f;.

JANUARY 31, 1938, AT
THE FRENCH BORDER ...

e
1 Iu T -:L
| e frf;r':[lf‘fg_{{rr::"ﬁ :
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For THE NEXT YEAR PAUL RoBESoH
WORKED TIRELESILY IN SUPPeRT oF 10 M4 TRAJELS (S MARY
THE SPANISH REPUBLIC, PERFORMING™ CoUNTRIES oF EURCPE,
PARTICULARLY SPAIN, |
HAUVE SEEWN AND REcol-
MNIZED THE ESSENTIAL
UAITY of THIS INTER-
NATIOMNAL
FIGHT FoR
DEMo CRACY AND
AGRINST FAIcisM

IT 15 MY BUsidess NoT enLY To
“TELL THE GUY WITH THE WHIP
HAAD To Gro EASY oN PEOPLE,
BUT ALSo To TEACH MY PEOFLE
—~ ALL THE oPPRESSED
PEoPLE — How To PRE-
\ | VENT THAT WHIP
HAND BEME USED

HAVING HELPED o8 MANY FRoNTS, | FEEL THAT
\T 1S Now TIME FoR ME Te RETURN To THE
PLACE of MY oRIG(H.

R 1 AL E TR A G T T T RO JuLius RoDRiGuE2Z, THE WOUNDED VoLUNTEER
THE U.5. FRomM SPAHISH HARLEM, WAS AMoNG THE LAST
o AMERICANL To LEAUE SPAIN 1N 19329,

-.___

—

—
WE'LL SEE How AMERICA

—‘j‘fmwes To AN ARTIST

J WHe TALkS LIKE Yod.
i — T zm‘.’?‘l_""""
|
i /&7 1
AS FoRk THE VoLUNTEERS WHe
RoBESep MET op HIS JourNEYy—

HE SPENT WorLD THEeDoRE GIBRS WAS (NJURED IN FERBRUARY 1938
WAR gL BuiLDimCr WHEN HiS AMBULANCE WAS SHELLED, HE RETURNED

Eﬁrsgﬂzspiik To THE u-5. 1IN DECEMBER.

(ﬂjﬁ?i L o o
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HE RETURMEP To CHICAGO ApP RECRPEP HIS CLAUDE PRINGLE, WHO SERUED 1V FRANCE DURING

SPAN uh‘ EKFEz{emc » PEﬂuL 1Nk AQD PAINT. WORLD WAR I, M(NED CoAL AND ORGANIZED MINERS
AFTER \WARD, mm WAS WodMDED AT TERUEL,
RETURNED Te THE FReNT (N MARCH 193 8.

H
:
H
F
i
i
4
o
2
%
#
¢
g
4
-
4
4

HE WAS CAPTURED BY THE NATredALISTs And iM- B SALARIA KEA O REILLY SERVED 1N THE ARMY NURSE
pﬂrthD- BE A EETMTRATED T IS L sl CoRPS 1N THE LAST r""‘lDHTH.r oF WokRLD MHR II
o SHE D1€D 1P 199 )

RoBeSoN NEVEE WAS ABLE To ST THE VoLUNTEERS
MAKE A FILM ABeuT oliveR LAW. IR G Rl r,
Rogesod’s SUFPegT. ,f |
AT THEIR 1941 RE- Zﬁrb U
U 1oN IN CHICAGO, o> 7
THEY MADE HIM AP
HoWoRARY MEMBER
OF THE VETERANS ;7
of THE ABRAHAM /_ _
LINCOLN BRIGADE.7 3

AND [N SEPTEMBER 1949, AFTER ANT!-

CoMMUNIST RioTERS ATTACKED AN f
AUGUST BENEFIT CONCERT 1N PEEKSKILL,
PEW Yok, PAUL RoBESed RETURNED )

Te SiMir To 28,000 ADMIRERS —

WE SAID (T TOTHE
FASCISTS IN SPAIN
AHD WELL SAY 1T
HDN’IMHE MOoB:

N0 PﬁSARﬂH" ”

NS ) ks
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DiscussioN Torics

“Ol’ Man River”

Compare and contrast the two sets of lyrics to the song “Ol’
Man River.” How do they differ?

What do Paul Robeson’s new lyrics suggest about the feelings
of African Americans in the U.S. during the 1930s?

Why did Paul Robeson change the words of the song?

Spain and the International Crisis

Why did Paul Robeson decide to go to Spain during the
Spanish Civil War?

Which countries supported the military uprising led by
General Francisco Franco against the elected Spanish
Republican government? Why?

Which countries supported the elected Republican govern-
ment? Why?

Which side did Paul Robeson support?
What is “fascism”? Why did Paul Robeson oppose fascism?

What did the Spanish Republic stand for? Why did Paul
Robeson support the Spanish Republic?

How did the civil war in Spain affect that nation’s civilian
population?

What aspects of the Spanish Civil War suggest that “Spain
was the first battlefield of World War I1”?

The Spanish Republican leader Dolores Ibarruri said, “It is
better to die on your feet than to live on your knees.” What
did she mean? Do you agree with her statement?

Are all wars worth fighting? Are any wars worth fighting?
Which, if any?

The United States and the
Spanish Civil War

What position did the U.S. government take on the Spanish
Civil War?

Why were U.S. passports stamped “NOT VALID FOR TRAVEL
IN SPAIN"?

Do you believe the government should prohibit the travel of
citizens to other countries?

Which countries are U.S. citizens prohibited from visiting
today? Why?

In October 1937, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt said that
the international community should “quarantine” aggressor
countries. What did he mean? Was that a realistic proposal?

American Volunteers in the
Spanish Civil War

Why did some Americans view the Spanish Civil War as an
American problem?

When, if ever, do you think it is appropriate for civilians of one
country to become involved in the problems of another
nation?

Why did 3,000 Americans volunteer to defend the Spanish
Republic against the military rebellion? Did African

Americans have particular reasons to volunteer?

Do you think it was appropriate for U.S. citizens to ignore
their government’s policies in order to volunteer to fight?

If you disagree with the U.S. government’s foreign policy,
how can you express your objections?

How could civilians assist the Spanish Republic without par-
ticipating in the civil war?

What does the life of Captain Oliver Law reveal about U.S.
race relations in the 1930s?

What does the career of Salaria Kea suggest about the status
of African American women in the 1930s?

Why would the U.S. volunteers in Spain appreciate Paul
Robeson’s visit in 19387
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Sources

Robeson in Spain is based on a num-
ber of textual and visual primary
and secondary sources, including
materials located in the Abraham
Lincoln Brigade Archives in the
Tamiment Library at New York
University. In addition to the books
listed in the bibliography, our story
relied on Eslanda Goode Robeson’s
Spanish diary, excerpts of which
were published as “Journey into
Spain” in Alvah Bessie, ed., The
Heart of Spain: Anthology of Fiction,
Non-Fiction and Poetry (1952). We
wish to thank our fellow members
of the ALBA Board of Governors
for their help, and to acknowledge
the gracious assistance of Joellen El
Bashir, Curator of Manuscripts at
Howard University’s Moorland-
Spingarn Research Center, where
the Paul and Eslanda Robeson
Collection is housed. Any histori-
cal account involves narrative
choices and requires interpretation,
and graphic narratives have their
own particular emphases and limi-
tations; the choices made in this
account are solely the responsibil-
ity of the authors.

Paul Robeson sings for Republican soldiers near the battlefields of Teruel, courtesy of the
Paul Robeson Archives.

Additional information, pictures, and other supplementary
material about Paul Robeson, the Spanish Civil War, and the
American volunteers is available on the Abraham Lincoln
Brigade Archives website at http://www.alba-valb.org/

resources/robeson.
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About ALBA

The Abraham Lincoln Brigade
Archives (ALBA) is a non-profit
educational organization dedicated
to promoting public awareness,
research, and discussion about

the Spanish Civil War and the
American volunteers who risked
their lives to fight fascism in Spain.
Using its continually expanding
archival collections in exhibitions,
publications, performances, and
educational programs, ALBA pre-
serves the legacy of progressive
activism and commitment of the
Abraham Lincoln Brigade as an
inspiration for present and future
generations.

The work of ALBA is to bring
the history of the Spanish Civil
War, and the ideals that motivated
the International Brigaders, to a
larger and more general public of
all ages. Our mission is to maintain
the archives as a living, breathing,
inspirational and intimate collec-
tion of personal, as well as
political, histories.

About the
ALBA Institute

for Education

The ALBA Institute for Education
uses the Abraham Lincoln Brigade
Archives at New York University’s
Tamiment Library as a learning
laboratory for educating high
school teachers and students on the
use of primary documents and
multimedia resources and to con-
vey the lessons learned from the
American volunteers in the
Spanish Civil War in the 1930’s:
progressivism, activism, and the
impact of grassroots organizing.

ALBA’s Institute programs for
high school teachers bring together
groups of 15-20 teachers for two-
day or week-long seminars aimed
at introducing educators to the
resources available for integrating
the history of the Spanish Civil
War into their social studies, litera-
ture, and Spanish language classes.
Seminar sessions are devoted to
developing lesson plans and cur-
ricular units based on archival
materials. Teachers participate in
hands-on workshops conducted by
leading experts on the history and
culture of the Spanish Civil War.
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the American Social History Project
and professor of history at the City
University of New York Graduate
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and documentaries. He has served as
executive producer on numerous
award-winning Web projects, includ-
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Picturing U.S. History. His illustrations
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commentary on contemporary politics,
Life during Wartime, appear regularly
in print and online. For more go to
http://www.joshbrownnyc.com.
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of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade:
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(Stanford, 1994), The Good Fight
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tor of The Volunteer, journal of the
Abraham Lincoln Brigade Archives.
He serves as a trustee of the Puffin
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and teaches history at Stanford
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Mississippi Requiem (Higganum Hill,
2008).

For more information:
The Abraham Lincoln Brigade Archives
799 Broadway, Suite 341
New York, New York 10003
(212) 674-5398
robeson@alba-valb.org
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Photos from the Abraham Lincoln
Brigade Archives, Tamiment Library,
New York University. Clockwise from
top: Theodore Gibbs (Fredericka Martin
Collection), Claude Pringle (15th
International Brigade Photo Unit
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