Barcelons, May &, 1938,

.
Mother, darling,
This is & letter which I starte& to write on April 10 At that time T
thought I was going to have to break the news to you gently, but you seem
to QReve heard it before I had the chafice. I have kept putting off writing
you because each day it seemed as if ‘on the next I would know what I was
going to do and where I would be stationed. I still don't know evactly
what the situation is, but I am leaving in half an hour for Badalona, about
seven miles up the coast, whore I will learn the rudiments of artillery
in company with a new mixeﬁ internatiljoral unit. It looks a- if Freneh will

be the medium of instruction. I shall let you know more as goon ag I v

This is & most exclusive army . It HQL tikpn me twelve days of going Xx®
from persens to person and office to vet where I am. I have listened to
gdvice of all varieties, a-lsarge partfol it against my enlisting at all.
The decision has been very much my own, and I took it after a great deal
of consideration. My closest friend and principdl adviser here has been
Vincent (Jimmy) Sheean, who told me not to join, which shows you how
stubborn T am, if you dida't know. Eqpest Hemingway's advice wag that it
was 8 very fine thlng if T wanted to Tight spainst faseism, but that it
. __-wae & personsl matter that could onlxkgﬂydeCLdeﬂ DY B s e i . SO
‘ I don't know how closely you have followed the war, but I imagine you must
have an exaggerated idea of the danger of our position. On the map it looks
as if Catalonia were a small gragment of territory about to be pushed into
the Mediterranean, but in reality it is & lot of country, and I don't
think it will ever be conquered. There are too many people here who are
flghting for things they believe in, and teo few on the other side.

My views on the whole quegtlon are too complicated for me to try to ex-
plain here., I hope you are on our side and will try to convince your
friends that I am not just being foolish. Not that I mind being thought
foolish, but American opinion is a very important factor.

I have made up a 1list of reasons why I am enlisting in the International
Brigade, which is fairly accurate, as I did it for my own information. T
am copying it here so that you may see for yourself which are the real =m
ones. Some of them are picayune and most of them would have been insuffi-
cient in themsz1lves, but all have something to do with it.



Bécause I believe that
liberal democracy

ause my joining the 1. B. might have an e
‘neutrality =zct in the United States.

Because after the we
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jn this age to overlook war.

= RBecause I shall come into ¢

good ccmpany and from whom I expeci to learn things.

Because I am mentally lazy and
change.

Becauce I need something remarkable
unfortunate aelf-conscisusness in spocial relations.

Becau-e I am tRied of working for the Herald
newspapers in gencral.

Because T think it will be good for my soul.
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us geople, Bill for one.

T hope to find material for seme writing, probebly & play.

I-want to improve my Spenish.-as weil as my French.

Because I want to kxnow what it is like to . be
want to see how other pesople reast to aanger.

considered a few rezons why 1 should not join

quest for knowledge in all fields, I cannot af

r is over I shall be a more effective anti-fascist

Tribune in particular and

antact with a lot of comrunists, who are Very
~

in my background to make up for my

afraid of something 2nd 1

T

ffect on the amendment of the

should jike to do some physical work for a

fascism is wrong and must be exterminated, and that
or more probably communism is right.

aris who will have to learn that ¥ my presencé

A

: Recause there may be & chance to do some reading and I won't have to
] wear a neckiie.
;: Because I should like once more to get in good physical§ confition.
%; The first four reasons and the ninth, especially the first, ars the most
P important ones in my opinim, but you may decide for yourself, 1 have alro

thz army, such as that
od of killed _and that I shall cause you meny

“might get seriously wound
* wesks of. worry. 1 am SOTTY for your sake that they are
dissuade me. If it 1s &any comfort to you at all,
and cruelty and suffering and if I supvive
any dang crous part in the next.

nct enough to

one of your-sons, you can send me an ococacsi
'.l

If you still consider me
My address here, I

e Jetter and possibly a package new and then. %
$e in care of the Brigadas Internacionales, but for a while I th
will be eimpler to communicate througzh the Sheeans. Anything e

would be arpreciated, milk chocolate or raisins, or anything in

that does not reguire preparation.

Love,
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T still hate violence
this war do not evpect to take
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