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Into�the�Fire:�American�Women�in�the���ani�h��i�i��War��������
�irector���ulia��ewman�
�tarring���artha��ellhorn,�Celia��reenspan,��velyn�Hutchins,�Salaria��ea�
�inutes�����minutes�
������es�
�
�ummary��
Spain,�1936��right-wing�military�officers�led�by��eneral��rancisco��ranco�attempt�to�
overthrow�the�newly�elected,�democratic�government.�Both��itler�and��ussolini��uickly�
lend�support�to�the�uprising.��n�response,�nearly�eighty�American�women��oin�over��,����of�
their�countrymen�in��The��ood��ight�--�volunteering,�in�defiance�of�the��S�government,�to�
help�fight�the��ascists�in�what�would�become�the�Spanish�Civil�War.��
The�women�were�part�of�the��nternational�Brigade’s���,����volunteers�from�fifty�countries�
who�came�to�fight�for�democracy�in�Spain.��n�this�enthralling,�meticulously�researched�
documentary�by��ulia��ewman,�si�teen�of�these�brave�and�idealistic�nurses,�writers�and�
�ournalists�share�stories�of�courage�and�commitment�to�a��ust�cause.��
�ost�of�the�women�were�previously�uninvolved�in�politics,�and�some�of�the�nurses��had�
never�done�more�than�put�a�band-aid�on�a�cut.���evertheless,�they��uickly�demonstrated�
their�courage�and�resolve,�throwing�themselves�wholeheartedly�into��La�Causa.��Back�at�
home,�their�efforts�were�largely�unacknowledged,�and��nto�the��ire��American�Women�in�
the�Spanish�Civil�War�vividly�reveals�this�forgotten�history.��
�
�
Fore�er�Acti�i�t�:��torie���rom�the��eteran��o��the�A�raham��inco�n��ri�a�e��������
�irector���udith��ontell�
�inutes��6��minutes�
������es�
�
�ummary��
�n�the�late�193�s,�Spain�was�embroiled�in�a�civil�war�which�prefigured�the�conflicts�of�World�
War���.�A�significant�number�of�idealistic�young�Americans�were�appalled�by�the�
involvement�of�fascists�and��a�is�in�that�war�and�rushed�to��oin�a�special�unit�fighting�on�the�
�epublican�side�against�them,�called��The�Abraham�Lincoln�Brigade.���ublic-spirited�people�
of�all�political�persuasions�actively�supported�these�efforts�at�the�time,�but�in�the��cCarthy�
era�of�the�late�19��s�and�early�19��s,�the�brigade�was�condemned�because�it�had�contained�
communists,�and�those�who�fought�in�it�were�blacklisted�and�even�imprisoned.�This�
documentary�e�plores�the�subse�uent�careers�of�a�number�of�those�who�fought�in�this�
famous�group,�including�a���th-anniversary�reunion�in�Spain�in�19�6.�Despite�the�hardships�
they�endured,�these�aging�political�activists�continued�their�activism�in�the��.S.,�and�were�
involved�in�the�Civil��ights��ovement�and�the�Anti-�ietnam�War��ovement,�among�other�
causes.�Spanish�Civil�War�buffs�will�be�intrigued�by�footage�of�La��asionaria�(a�very�
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prominent��epublican�figure�in�the�conflict)�both�during�the�war�and�during�the���th-
anniversary�reunion.�This�documentary�was�nominated�for�a�1991�Academy�Award.�
�
�
�he��oo��Fi�ht:��he�A�raham��inco�n��ri�a�e�in�the���ani�h��i�i��War��������
�irector���oel�Buckner,��ary�Dore,�Sam�Sills�
�arrated��Studs�Terkel,�Colleen�Dewhurst�
�inutes��9��minutes�
������es�
�
�ummary��
This�documentary�presents�the�e�periences�of�the�Abraham�Lincoln�Brigade,�using�
interviews�with�survivors�more�than����years�later.��irst,�the�film�sets�the�conte�t�with�the�
rise�of��ascism.�Then,�in�1936,�Spain�s�military�revolts�against�the�elected�government,�and�
the��.S.�and��urope�agree�not�to�intervene.��n�response,�volunteers�snuck�past�border�
guards�into�Spain�to�fight�with�the��epublicans.�The�men�and�women�veterans�describe�the�
perils�of�reaching�Spain,�limited�training,�responsibilities�of�command�thrust�on�the�very�
young,�deprivations�of�a�soldier�s�life,�lack�of�materiel,�horrible�rates�of�casualties,�and�
ultimate�vindication�at�the�end�of�World�War���.�
�
�
��oc�a�e��������
�irector��William�Dieterle�
�tarring���adeleine�Carroll,��enry��onda�
�inutes�����minutes�
������es�(Ama�on)�
�
�ummary��
The�screen�e�plodes�with�action�and�romance�in�this�war-torn�drama�starring��enry��onda�
(The��rapes�of�Wrath)�as�the�passionate,�courageous��arco,�a�peasant�farmer�determined�
to�protect�his�land�from�invading�soldiers.�The�gorgeous��adeleine�Carroll�(The�39�Steps)�is�
�orma,�the�daredevil�spy�whose�heart�he�captures.�With�gunfire�thundering�around�them,�
they�struggle�against�a�powerful�enemy�blockade�preventing�the�delivery�of�desperately�
needed�food�in�a�fiery�battle�that�could�change�the�course�of�the�war.�Bravely�focusing�on�
the�controversial�Spanish�Civil�War,��Blockade��bravely�tackles�a�sub�ect��ollywood�had�
refused�to�touch,�resulting�in�pressure�on�the�producer�to�leave�the�film�unreleased.�
�ltimately�it�was�recogni�ed�with��scar�nominations�for�writing�and�score�and�still�stands�
today�as�a�career�high�point�for�all�involved.�
�
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�an��an��Free�om��������
�irector���en�Loach�
�tarring���an��art,��osana��astor�
�inutes�1�9�minutes�
������es�(Ama�on)�
�
�ummary��
An�old�man�dies.�Looking�through�his�papers,�his�granddaughter�reali�es�that�he�fought�in�
the�Spanish�Civil�War.�As�a�young�Communist��arty�member,�he�(David)�had�gone�to�Spain�
in�1936�to�fight�the�fascists.��e��oined�the������militia�which�was�allied�to�the�militias�of�
other�left-wing�groups.�But�the�idealism�of�David�and�his�friends�was�tested�to�its�limit�as�
their�comrades�were�killed�and�the�alliance�disintegrated.�The�old�man�is�buried.�Was�his�
struggle�in�vain��
�
�
�he�Fa��en���arro���������
�irector���ichard�Wallace�
�tarring���ohn��arfield,��aureen��’�ara�
�inutes��9��minutes�
������es�(Ama�on)�
�
�ummary��
A�former�Spanish�Civil�War�prisoner,��ohn��c�ittrick�arrives�in��ew��ork�to�find�the�truth�
behind�the�death�of�his�friend�Louie�Lepetino.��e�finds�himself�being�chased�by��a�i�agents�
who�want�an�item�he�has�brought�back�from�Spain�and�cannot�give�up.�When�another�of�his�
friends�is�murdered,��c�ittrick�reali�es�that�he�cannot�trust�anyone�around�him�-�not�
anyone.�
�
�
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