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Deareat Mrs. Roosevelt: fyhoe

Ypur letter made me very happy. It was & kind of de cosur avec vous,
and what you say about the Neutrality Act is what, for a year seeing

. horc
1t work one-sidedly in Spain, we have thoughtA Yesterday, the papers x

gsay, the act was coming up for revision and we do not yet know what

happened. We are asked Dy everyone and we ask each other, and we wait
for the news. Right now, the Neutrality Act is of the greatest /,
importance. Because the Tight 1s far from lost here; but material is V/

tsadly needed;‘ The much bragged of Italian advance to the sea was
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done with planes and artillery, against brave men who were inadequately
armed. Wnole hng dlvisions (amongst them tne American Brlgade) R
were'surrounded and cut off, and fought their way through the Fascists,“
’ back to Government territory, reformed their lineg and fougnt again, \
again to be surrounded, again to Tight their way through and reform.
The miliﬂary history of the ﬁeriod of the war since Gandessa, on ,
Aorll 2, is a story of men overwhelmned by planes and guns, who ' i - .{M
never saw enemy 1nfantry, but who have somehow managed now (April 24)
to reform and reorganize their lines and calmly, serenely and
deaterminedly. carry on. There‘has:been neither panic nor disorder,
neither in the reag -- Barcelona -- nor at the front. 4 retreaﬁ
ooy
before 1mpossibl§Aarmaments was carrled out with order, and the

11ne novw holds. BZEven the refugees == and they leave home often with

a small bundle wrapped in a handkercheif abandonning everything to
get outr.are quiet and patlenh on the xam roads, neither hysterical ﬁf
nor dramatic, but only dﬂternlned not to live where the Fascists rule.

Just oefore the Fascists reached the sea, I was out on the road

'and~watched;for fégy minutes twelve black German planes, flying in

afperfect circle, not varvinz their positlion, flying and bumbing and

div*nb to machine gun: and they were working on one company of
Government soldlers, who had no planes or anti-aircraft to protect them /
but who were standing theng, holding’up the advance so as to permit, an
orderly retreat. 'That same day we watched thirfy three silver Italian
bombers fly in wedges over the mountains across the hot clear sky to

bomo Tortosa: and anywhers and everywhere ls proof of the huge

'amount of new material sent in for this drlve and everywhere 13

,proof of tno unbending resistonce'of Loyallst Spain. But to penalize




these oeople, who are our kind of people and belleve what we belleve
ana vant a kind of scciety we take for granbted, seems unheard of.
I am agaln imﬁressed by the unshakeably democractic quailby of
‘Loyalist Svain, talking witn del Vayo , reading théir néwspapers,
sesing the troops and the officér‘w watching 11fe as it goes on
here. And 1t goes on. ¥x It goes on in a way to make you very
nroudx of the human anlmal. Franco %will nave Lo do away with
about twenty million Spaniards before he could ever rule tais country.

Now for instance, new plans are afoot for children  homes and

. B s

hosplt*ls, and no one thinks in terms of timi, but in terms of the
future of Spain. The alr ralds, lately only on the port go on, and
the siren whines over the clty. We wers in a movie house ounday morniq%

gseeing the Spanish Earth (remember7) It had been running five minutes

" When 1t flickered to a stop. A man' voice announced aplogetica;ly
“Phere's an alr raild." There were about & thousand people there, and
bombs have fallen all over this city and you'd have to see what they
can do ®xkk within a radius of five blocks to know what destruction is
1ike. But no one in that theatre moved, or panicked. Presently

the orchestra appeared and played the natlonal anthem aad after that

o

s selectlon of fineAromag£ic music thét gsounded very funny indeed and
everyone chatted and walted and after an hour the electricity went on
again and so did the film. This morning‘at five there was znother
siren figighg and Talling and wailing ovéf the e¢ilty, and then
agaxnst the night sky the searchlights climbing up and bending back
against the clouds, and the tracer hullets from the antl alrcraft
slowly going up like hot red bars. And the seasrchlights crgwled
against the cl&uds and the‘gzgzﬂéircraft pounded over ﬁhﬁ city and
when 1t was all aver, I heard a ran walklng down éhe street, singing
to himself, and the clty was as quiet as a village before dawn.

T d&o not gee how they can loge, unless the: democracles allow
Hitler and Mussolini to continue sending unllmlted suppllas.‘Neither
man power nor ability nor determination are lacilng: but it 18 not
a fight between Spaniards, it is a fignt between one democracy and
‘throe Fascisms. and so we sit here and hope to h saven that a
gsense. of justice and a sense of self protection will gulde the House
and Senate and that the government of Spaln will bs allowed to buy with
mood gold those things lis armies need to save its psople, its land

. \
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ahd that droll thlng,‘tha faitn in a kind cf freedom we still call
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denocracys
I am wrlting this by the light of two candles, uncertalin}y,
after a day out at a gqulet part of the front. It has been one of
the things to do lately, to go gbout and find one's old friends.
To find therm so sure, so unéhanging, so excellent andlhumorous and
gimple and brave, is a good thing to have kndwn in one's life. I
find myself foolishlg pétriotic about the Americans -- about hald
- of the Lincoln-Washington Brigéde is losﬁ gince this last pushe-
I find that I love them immeasﬁrably, am lmmeasurably proud of them,
individuallj and coliectively, énd prouﬁ%f ﬁﬁéir record anh'prodd of //
the reasons that brought them here and keep them here. I never saw
‘better men- in my ii}e in any counury, and what they ars willing to die
for if need be is what you == in your way and place - are wllling to ‘
live for. ' ‘ N
You must read a book by a man named Steer: 1t is called "The Tree
of Gernika." It is about the fight of the Bagqueg -- he's the London
‘Times man -- and no better book has come outb éf the war and he says
T well all ﬁhe thiﬁgs I‘have‘ﬁried to séy to yéu the times i saw you,
after Spain. It is beaﬁtifully written and true, and few books are like
that, and fewer still that deal wlth wa Please get 1t.
My plans are uncertain. I am staying to see what happens next.
Things look finermm. hoﬁ a&% the Fasclsts are directing their
attack on the other half of Spain so 1t is very quiet here, for the
. moment. I have.a hugs job to do in Cheko~3lovakia, England and
é France for Collier's, and my dally bread may drive me out for a while
" but then 1'11 come b&ck.: Nhat goes on here seems to me very much the

affalr of all of us, who‘do not want a world whose bible 18 Wein Kaupf.

I balieve now as much a8 ever that Spaln is fighting our battle,
Lo tho WHlcke Hroves,

- and will ‘not forget that night when we brought the fllm and the
President said Spain 18 a viearious sacrifice for all of us... But 45

I think Spain is maybe not a sacrifice, but a champion: and hope LO e fﬁ

God that America at least will not g0 on letting this country down.wwj
And you know something else, this country is far too beautiful

for the Fasclsts to have 1t; They have already made Germany and

Itlay and Austria sé loathesome thatl -even the scenery 1s inadequate,

and evefy time I drive on the roads, and see the rock mountains and the

A
tough terraced fifﬁds, and the umbrella pines above the beaches,
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and the dust colored villages and the gravel river beds and the
peasant's faces, I think: Save Spaln Tor decent peoﬁle, it's too
beautlful to waste...

This is very hard work, s}vmting in this light, and Ipve written
enough. I only tell you details, and‘what you think is what I think
about this thing, and all along it hag made me prou#%o know that you
were always understanding this and always hatjng (as we all nate
more and bore) this ruthless invading war. But words are going to do
'(nothing Fascism has the best technique of words, the daring sustained
lie, an%ﬁt works... Around now, the people of Spain neéd airplanes.

What a world we live in after alls it seems such a ghastly mess that
I place blame very heavily right now on two men, and _wish L_knew

one cannot begin to ploce blame.Alt is ag horrible sengelesy ag
A et sanea 5

ore history.
earthquake and flood, and the faces of the peop € caught in #Ee

disagter -- the old women walking on the roads, with heavy bundles,
walkingﬂaway from their homes, and stretching out their opened hands,
wearily and desperately, to all cars, wanting only a ride to 8o somep@a
place else, away, though they do not know whewe and they do not care —-

{
well, one won't forget these faces, ever. ) ) :

Don't know when T°' ll be bacx 1n Ameriéyﬂ é‘lé‘tAQQQAQSQQQQ'WQQK'
over here at the minimum, and always wanting to see how things go, and
why. I wish I could have geen you but I left so fast, after reading
the papers, and anyhow you were on the west coast I think. But someday
I811 hope to see you and tell you about all this and someday write it.
There's a curious similarity between the endurance I gaw in thﬂ‘
unemployed -~ a kind ﬂof heroism in peacetime disaster -- ang thﬁs.
and I want to write it.kxd%y And this letter 1s now like a book and
enough of it. I send you as always my love and admlration, and pleage

give my respects to WNr. Roosevelt.

Always, . /

‘Barcelona

April 24 or 25
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