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Dear Milt;

I won't try to explain how coneleted, confused and stupid your
let ter was. Will only take up one point. Se I was just a rooter in Spain,
0.K. Did it ever ococur to you that there were 995,000 some troops in the
Spanish army beside the 15th Brigade and that the entire action of 1y beok
took place and was over before you personally had ever been in the line and
before Alvah Bessle mxmx had ever left Americs 2 While Mike Gold, that other
herolc Amfamimx denouncer hasn't reached Spain yet. I guess he ig saveing
himself for the next movement there.

At the time the book deals with you did not knew Marx from your ass
and nelther did Freddy. I Xnew because I remember the date on which I ad-
vised him to do some reading.

30 you're a sclentist.

0.K. scientist given what experience I have and what talents I may
ossess what would you like me to have done to aid the camse of the Spanish
‘epublic that I did not do 2 Se I Was a robfer because I did not command g

battalion of the 15th International Brigade. O.K.Selentist. Have it as you
want it.

now and even work up some special personal denwnecistions of your own., Why
don't Jou commence with some good accusation like that I poisoned the whisky?

Listen scientist., a guy named Detro with no mere politics than Robert
Jordan commanded that battalion befare you did. He is dead ard before he died
he went through a let of suffering that you haven't been through yet in all
Jour wars. I have never seen you after you have been wourded. It takes guys

di{ferent ways. So don't talk teo snot ty about the things you haven't done
yet.

And seientist o0ld pal I was in wars, commanded treops, was wounded ete,

befere you were dry behind the ears. So don't glve me the old soldier talk-
ing to the non-combatant .

There are a number of other points I might make but I don't glve a
damn about makeing them. Your stupidity makes me sick. Just keep on denounc-
Ing me and 1111 know I'm going good. You take Mike Gold and I'll take Hans,
énd Duran and Mirko Markovith and what they say about the beok. You t ake
David MeKelvey White and I'1] take Detro. You can have Gall and Copic be-
cause they've both been shot ., They wouldn't have liked the beok either. You
cen have Andpe Marty and I'11 take Paml Vaill ant -Coutourter. You can have
What the Masses and the Worker and the literary lice say and I'll take the
review pm the coast that Steve Nelson sponsored.

You have your Marty and I've married Marty and we'll see who does
the most for theyworld lnythe end. And I'11 zep right on trylng to get you
out of jail and one thing apd another and you'll keep on denouncing me every
time you are ordered te. Tt's a1l fine. After your letter I think you are s
rlek 1f that makes it any easier for you to knife your friends in the bt:k-

O make it easier just know that the guy you are do it to knew you ’”I
le ©1l1ppings, and that now he thinks you are a prick. Get it str : |
1278 thought you were a great and now I think ck. Se there
%11l be ne confusion, soieg:iat.s‘ges that make you g‘:l.ghtﬂ Xy i
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