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Henry A. Wallace on the Danger of American Fascism 
 (New York Times, April 9, 1944) 

Henry Agard Wallace (1888 –

1965) was the 33rd Vice 

President of the United States 

(1941–1945), the 11th Secretary 

of Agriculture (1933–1940), and 

the 10th Secretary of 

Commerce (1945–1946). He 

founded the Progressive Party 

and served as its presidential 

nominee in the 1948 

presidential election. He was a 

strong supporter of New Deal 

liberalism and sought 

conciliation with the Soviet 

Union. 

The son of Secretary of Agriculture Henry Cantwell Wallace, Henry A. Wallace 

was born in Adair County, Iowa. […] In 1933, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 

appointed Wallace as his Secretary of Agriculture. Though raised a Republican, 

Wallace joined the Democratic Party in 1936. […] After Roosevelt dumped John 

Nance Garner from the ticket in 1940, he selected Wallace as his running mate 

in his bid for an unprecedented third term. The selection of the liberal Wallace 

upset many Democratic delegates, and Wallace was only nominated by the 

1940 Democratic National Convention after Roosevelt threatened to decline 

the presidential nomination. The ticket of Roosevelt and Wallace defeated the 

Republican ticket in the 1940 election, and Wallace was sworn in as vice president in 1941. As Wallace 

remained unpopular with many Democratic leaders, the 1944 Democratic National Convention denied 

Wallace re-nomination and instead selected Harry S. Truman as Roosevelt's running mate in the 1944 

presidential election. Roosevelt appointed Wallace to the position of Secretary of Commerce in March 

1945 and Wallace continued to serve under President Truman after Roosevelt died in April 1945. 

Truman dismissed Wallace in September 1946 after Wallace made several controversial comments. 

Wallace became the editor of The New Republic and emerged as a prominent critic of Truman's foreign 

policies. In 1948, he undertook a third party bid for president, calling for universal government health 

insurance, an end to the incipient Cold War, and the abolition of segregation. His campaign was 

undermined by accusations of Communist influences and his association with theosophist figures. 

Wallace received 2.4% of the popular vote, and Truman prevailed over Wallace, Republican Thomas E. 

Dewey, and Dixiecrat Strom Thurmond. After the election, Wallace returned to farming and studied 

agricultural science. He later published a memoir repudiating his foreign policy views, and he supported 

the Republican nominees in the 1956 and 1960 presidential elections. He died in Danbury, Connecticut 

in 1965. (From Wikipedia) 
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Wallace Defines “American Fascism” 

By Henry A. Wallace 

1. On returning from my trip to the West in February, I received a request from The New

York Times to write a piece answering the following questions: 

1. What is a fascist?

2. How many fascists have we?

3. How dangerous are they?

2. A fascist is one whose lust for money or power is combined with such an intensity of

intolerance toward those of other races, parties, classes, religions, cultures, regions or 

nations as to make him ruthless in his use of deceit or violence to attain his ends. The 

supreme god of a fascist, to which his ends are directed, may be money or power; may 

be a race or a class; may be a military, clique or an economic group; or may be a culture, 

religion, or a political party. 

3. The perfect type of fascist throughout recent centuries has been the Prussian Junker,

who developed such hatred for other races and such allegiance to a military clique as to 

make him willing at all times to engage in any degree of deceit and violence necessary 

to place his culture and race astride the world. In every big nation of the world are at 

least a few people who have the fascist temperament. Every Jew-baiter, every Catholic 

hater, is a fascist at heart. The hoodlums who have been desecrating churches, 

cathedrals and synagogues in some of our larger cities are ripe material for fascist 

leadership. 

4. The obvious types of American fascists are dealt with on the air and in the press. These

demagogues and stooges are fronts for others. Dangerous as these people may be, they 

are not so significant as thousands of other people who have never been mentioned. 

The really dangerous American fascists are not those who are hooked up directly or 

indirectly with the Axis. The FBI has its finger on those. The dangerous American fascist 

is the man who wants to do in the United States in an American way what Hitler did in 

Germany in a Prussian way. The American fascist would prefer not to use violence. His 

method is to poison the channels of public information. With a fascist the problem is 

never how best to present the truth to the public but how best to use the news to 

deceive the public into giving the fascist and his group more money or more power. 

5. If we define an American fascist as one who in case of conflict puts money and power

ahead of human beings, then there are undoubtedly several million fascists in the 

United States. There are probably several hundred thousand if we narrow the definition 

to include only those who in their search for money and power are ruthless and 

deceitful. Most American fascists are enthusiastically supporting the war effort. They 

are doing this even in those cases where they hope to have profitable connections with 

German chemical firms after the war ends. They are patriotic in time of war because it is 

to their interest to be so, but in time of peace they follow power and the dollar 

wherever they may lead. 
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6. American fascism will not be really dangerous until there is a purposeful coalition

among the cartelists, the deliberate poisoners of public information, and those who 

stand for the K.K.K. type of demagoguery. 

7. […]

8. Fascism is a worldwide disease. Its greatest threat to the United States will come after

the war, either via Latin America or within the United States itself. 

9. Still another danger is represented by those who, paying lip service to democracy and

the common welfare, in their insatiable greed for money and the power which money 

gives, do not hesitate surreptitiously to evade the laws designed to safeguard the public 

from monopolistic extortion. American fascists of this stamp were clandestinely aligned 

with their German counterparts before the war, and are even now preparing to resume 

where they left off, after "the present unpleasantness" ceases: 

10. The symptoms of fascist thinking are colored by environment and adapted to immediate

circumstances. But always and everywhere they can be identified by their appeal to 

prejudice and by the desire to play upon the fears and vanities of different groups in 

order to gain power. It is no coincidence that the growth of modern tyrants has in every 

case been heralded by the growth of prejudice. It may be shocking to some people in 

this country to realize that, without meaning to do so, they hold views in common with 

Hitler when they preach discrimination against other religious, racial or economic 

groups. Likewise, many people whose patriotism is their proudest boast play Hitler's 

game by retailing distrust of our Allies and by giving currency to snide suspicions 

without foundation in fact. 

11. The American fascists are most easily recognized by their deliberate perversion of truth

and fact. Their newspapers and propaganda carefully cultivate every fissure of disunity, 

every crack in the common front against fascism. They use every opportunity to impugn 

democracy. They use isolationism as a slogan to conceal their own selfish imperialism. 

They cultivate hate and distrust of both Britain and Russia. They claim to be super-

patriots, but they would destroy every liberty guaranteed by the Constitution. They 

demand free enterprise, but are the spokesmen for monopoly and vested interest. Their 

final objective toward which all their deceit is directed is to capture political power so 

that, using the power of the state and the power of the market simultaneously, they 

may keep the common man in eternal subjection. 

12. […]

13. It has been claimed at times that our modern age of technology facilitates dictatorship.

What we must understand is that the industries, processes, and inventions created by 

modern science can be used either to subjugate or liberate. The choice is up to us. The 

myth of fascist efficiency has deluded many people. It was Mussolini's vaunted claim 

that he "made the trains run on time." In the end, however, he brought to the Italian 

people impoverishment and defeat. It was Hitler's claim that he eliminated all 

unemployment in Germany. Neither is there unemployment in a prison camp. 
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14. Democracy to crush fascism internally must demonstrate its capacity to "make the trains

run on time." It must develop the ability to keep people fully employed and at the same 

time balance the budget. It must put human beings first and dollars second. It must 

appeal to reason and decency and not to violence and deceit. We must not tolerate 

oppressive government or industrial oligarchy in the form of monopolies and cartels. As 

long as scientific research and inventive ingenuity outran our ability to devise social 

mechanisms to raise the living standards of the people, we may expect the liberal 

potential of the United States to increase. If this liberal potential is properly channeled, 

we may expect the area of freedom of the United States to increase. The problem is to 

spend up our rate of social invention in the service of the welfare of all the people. 

15. […]�

16. […]

17. Fascism in the postwar inevitably will push steadily for Anglo-Saxon imperialism and

eventually for war with Russia. Already American fascists are talking and writing about 

this conflict and using it as an excuse for their internal hatreds and intolerances toward 

certain races, creeds and classes. 

18. It should also be evident that exhibitions of the native brand of fascism are not confined

to any single section, class or religion. Happily, it can be said that as yet fascism has not 

captured a predominant place in the outlook of any American section, class or religion. 

It may be encountered in Wall Street, Main Street or Tobacco Road. Some even suspect 

that they can detect incipient traces of it along the Potomac. It is an infectious disease, 

and we must all be on our guard against intolerance, bigotry and the pretension of 

invidious distinction. But if we put our trust in the common sense of common men and 

"with malice toward none and charity for all" go forward on the great adventure of 

making political, economic and social democracy a practical reality, we shall not fail. 
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Letter from James Lardner to his mother, Ellis Lardner (May 1938) 

James Lardner was born on May 18, 1914 in Chicago, Illinois. He 

was the second of four sons born to Ringgold (Ring) Wilmer 

Lardner, journalist and humorist, and Ellis Abbott Lardner, a 

Smith College graduate from a prominent Michigan family. In 

1919, the Lardner family moved East and James, with his 

brothers, was raised in the affluent enclaves of Greenwich, 

Connecticut and Great Neck, Long Island. The boys came of age 

in the rich literary milieu formed by the writers and journalists 

the senior Lardners counted among their friends, including F. 

Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald, Dorothy Parker, Heywood Broun, and 

H. L. Mencken.

Lardner attended Andover and Harvard and, following his 

education, was hired as reporter for the New York Herald 

Tribune. According to his brother, Ring Lardner, Jr., James' early 

journalism experiences were a “monotonous round of funerals, 

banquets,�strikes,�accidents�and�minor�crimes�…” After three 

years in New York City, Lardner transferred to the Herald 

Tribune'sParis bureau in 1938. While there he began writing 

articles on the participation of American volunteers in the 

Spanish Civil War. In March 1938 Lardner traveled to Barcelona 

in the company of fellow journalists Ernest Hemingway and 

Vincent Sheean to observe the conflict first hand. After 

witnessing an aerial battle that destroyed a bridge on the Ebro 

River and the dire state of the Loyalist forces, Lardner resolved to 

join the International Brigades. 

His initial attempt to enlist found him in a ragged battalion in 

Badalona far from the field of action. Eager to participate in the conflict he left Badalona, made 

his way to Mora-la-Nueva, and enlisted in the Third Company of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade 

early in May. In July he sustained shrapnel injuries during his first battle. After a month of 

hospitalization he was returned to active duty in the Sierra Pandols region near the Ebro. 

On September 23, 1938, on what was to be last day of fighting for the International Brigades, 

Lardner with two other men in his command were sent out to patrol a hill to the rear of his 

battalion. They encountered heavy enemy fire and Lardner did not return to camp. His death 

was confirmed several weeks later when a Nationalist correspondent reported that a body with 

foreign press credentials had been found in the location where Lardner was last seen. His body, 

which was discovered in fascist-controlled territory, was never recovered. According to Sheean, 

“Lardner, the last American to enlist, had been the last to be killed.” 

- Biography courtesy of Tamiment Library, NYU
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The Truman Doctrine (1947) 

The Truman Doctrine was an American foreign policy 

whose stated purpose was to counter Soviet geopoliti- 

cal expansion during the Cold War. It was first an- 

nounced to Congress by President Harry S. Truman on 

March 12, 1947. 

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Members of the 

Congress of the United States: 

The gravity of the situation which confronts the 

world today necessitates my appearance before 

a joint session of the Congress. The foreign pol- 

icy and the national security of this country are 

involved. 

One aspect of the present situation, which I 

wish to present to you at this time for your con- 

sideration and decision, concerns Greece and 

Turkey. 

The United States has received from the Greek 

Government an urgent appeal for financial and 

economic assistance. Preliminary reports from 

the American Economic Mission now in Greece 

and reports from the American Ambassador in 

Greece corroborate the statement of the Greek 

Government that assistance is imperative if 

Greece is to survive as a free nation. 

[…] 

The British government has informed us that, 

owing to its own difficulties can no longer ex- 

tend financial or economic aid to Turkey. 

[…] 

One of the primary objectives of the foreign policy of 

the United States is the creation of conditions in 

which we and other nations will be able to work out a 

way of life free from coercion. This was a 

fundamental issue in the war with Germany and 

Japan. Our victory was won over countries which 

sought to impose their will, and their way of life, 

upon other nations. 

[…] 

At the present moment in world history nearly 

every nation must choose between alternative ways 

of life. The choice is too often not a free one. 

One way of life is based upon the will of the ma- 

jority, and is distinguished by free institutions, 

representative government, free elections, 

guarantees of individual liberty, freedom of 

speech and religion, and freedom from political 

oppression. 

The second way of life is based upon the will of 

a minority forcibly imposed upon the majority. 

It relies upon terror and oppression, a con- 

trolled press and radio; fixed elections, and the 

suppression of personal freedoms. 

I believe that it must be the policy of the United 

States to support free peoples who are resisting 

attempted subjugation by armed minorities or 

by outside pressures. 

I believe that we must assist free peoples to 

work out their own destinies in their own way. 

I believe that our help should be primarily 

through economic and financial aid which is es- 

sential to economic stability and orderly politi- 

cal processes. 

The world is not static, and the status quo is not 

sacred. But we cannot allow changes in the sta- 

tus quo in violation of the Charter of the United 

Nations by such methods as coercion, or by 

such subterfuges as political infiltration. In help- 

ing free and independent nations to maintain 

their freedom, the United States will be giving 

effect to the principles of the Charter of the 

United Nations. 
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[…] 

Should we fail to aid Greece and Turkey in this 

fateful hour, the effect will be far reaching to the 

West as well as to the East. 

We must take immediate and resolute action. 

I therefore ask the Congress to provide author- ity for 

assistance to Greece and Turkey in the amount of 

$400,000,000 for the period ending June 30, 1948. 

[…] 

This is a serious course upon which we embark. 

I would not recommend it except that the alter- 

native is much more serious. The United States 

contributed $341,000,000,000 toward winning 

World War II. This is an investment in world 

freedom and world peace. 

[…] 

The seeds of totalitarian regimes are nurtured by 

misery and want. They spread and grow in the evil 

soil of poverty and strife. They reach their full 

growth when the hope of a people for a better life 

has died. We must keep that hope alive. 

The free peoples of the world look to us for support 

in maintaining their freedoms. 

Transcription courtesy of the Avalon Project at Yale 

Law School. 
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Jay Allen (1900–

1972) was an 

American 

journalist who 

reported on 

the Spanish Civil 

War & WWII.  

He worked for the Chicago Tribune 

and NANA. In this article from 

Survey Graphic (Nov. 1939), he 

covers the fate of the hundreds of 

thousands of Spanish Republican 

refugees who were stuck in French 

concentration camps after fleeing 

Franco’s Spain. This is an excerpt. 

[…] 
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Hannah Arendt on Statelessness and the 

Refugee Problem (1951) 

From: Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism (New 

York: Harcourt Brace, 1979 [1st ed: 1951]), pp. 276-280. 

Hannah Arendt was a Jewish refugee intellectual. She 

left Nazi Germany in 1933 and eventually escaped to 

the United States in 1950. Stripped of her German citi-

zenship in 1937, she became a U.S. citizen the same 

year she arrived in the country.  

 […] [S]tatelessness [is] the newest mass phenome-

non in contemporary history, and the […] ever-grow-

ing new people comprised of stateless persons [is] 

the most symptomatic group in contemporary poli-

tics. […]� [E]very political event since the end of the 

first World War inevitably added a new category to 

those who lived outside the pale of the law, […]  

[After World War II], refugees who had been forced 

out of their countries […]�were promptly denational-

ized by the victorious governments at home. To this 

group belong, in chronological order, millions of Rus-

sians, hundreds of thousands of Armenians, thou-

sands of Hungarians, hundreds of thousands of Ger-

mans, and more than half a million Spaniards—to 

enumerate only the more important categories. The 

behavior of these governments may appear today to 

be the natural consequence of civil war; but at the 

time mass denationalizations were something en-

tirely new and unforeseen. They presupposed a state 

structure which […] would rather lose its citizens than 

harbor people with different views.  […] 

No paradox of contemporary politics is filled with 

a more poignant irony than the discrepancy be-

tween the efforts of well-meaning idealists who 

stubbornly� insist� on� regarding� as� “inalienable”�

those human rights, which are enjoyed only by cit-

izens of the most prosperous and civilized coun-

tries, and the situation of the rightless themselves. 

Their situation has deteriorated just as stubbornly, 

until the internment camp—prior to the Second 

World War the exception rather than the rule for the 

stateless—has become the routine solution for the 

problem�of�domicile�of�the�“displaced�persons.” 

[…] Since non-totalitarian countries, in spite of their 

bad intentions inspired by the climate of war, gener-

ally have shied away from mass repatriations, the 

number of stateless people—twelve years after the 

end of the war—is larger than ever. […] Worse still, 

the number of potentially stateless people is contin-

ually on the increase. Prior to the last war, only total-

itarian or half-totalitarian dictatorships resorted to 

the weapon of denaturalization with regard to those 

who were citizens by birth; now we have reached the 

point where even free democracies, as, for instance, 

the United States, were seriously considering depriv-

ing native Americans who are Communists of their 

citizenship. The sinister aspect of these measures is 

that they are being considered in all innocence. Yet, 

one need only remember the extreme care of the Na-

zis, who insisted that all Jews of non-German nation-

ality� “should� be� deprived� of� their� citizenship� either�

prior�to,�or,�at�the�latest,�on�the�day�of�deportation”�

(for German Jews such a decree was not needed, be-

cause in the Third Reich there existed a law according 

to which all Jews who had left the territory—includ-

ing, of course, those deported to a Polish camp—au-

tomatically lost their citizenship) in order to realize 

the true implications of statelessness. 

The first great damage done to the nation-states as a 

result of the arrival of hundreds of thousands of 

stateless people was that the right of asylum, the 

only right that had ever figured as a symbol of the 

Rights of Man in the sphere of international relation-

ships, was being abolished. Its long and sacred his-

tory dates back to the very beginnings of regulated 

political life. Since ancient times it has protected 

both the refugee and the land of refuge from situa-

tions in which people were forced to become outlaws 

through circumstances beyond their control. […] 

But though the right of asylum continued to function 

in a world organized into nation-states and, in indi-

vidual instances, even survived both World Wars, it 

was felt to be an anachronism and in conflict with the 

international rights of the state. […] 
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Edward Barsky and the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee

Edward K. Barsky was born in New York on June 6, 

1895, the son of Dr. Joseph Barsky, a prominent New 

York physician and a founder of Beth Israel Hospital. 

One of a family of six children, he attended public el-

ementary school, graduated from Townsend Harris 

High School and received his college degree from 

City College of New York. Following the example of 

his father and two of his brothers, Barsky pursued a 

career in medicine receiving his formal education at 

Columbia University of Physicians and Surgeons and 

subsequently conducting post-graduate study 

abroad in Vienna, Berlin, and Paris. Beginning in 

1919 he served a two-year internship at Beth Israel 

Hospital where he subsequently advanced through 

the positions of Visiting Staff, Assistant Adjunct Sur-

geon, and Adjunct Surgeon before assuming the po-

sition of Associate Surgeon in 1934. In November 

1935, Barsky became a member of the Communist 

Party. 

With the outbreak civil war in Spain in 1936, Barsky 

joined with a group of concerned New York physi-

cians to establish the American Medical Bureau to 

Aid Spanish Democracy (AMB) -- an adjunct organi-

zation to the North America Committee to Aid Span-

ish Democracy, later known as the North American 

Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy. The AMB ar-

ranged for the shipment of ambulances and other 

medical equipment and supplies, and in January 

1937 sent a fully outfitted medical team of doctors, 

nurses, and technicians to Spain with Barsky at the 

helm. Additional medical personnel soon followed 

and under Barsky's command, base hospitals and 

convalescent homes were set up in schools and 

monasteries. Emergency units were established on 

the front lines in ambulances, makeshift tents, and a 

mobile medical hospital outfitted with a battery-

powered operating room. By the following year 117 

American doctors, nurses, and ambulance drivers 

had volunteered to serve in Spain. Barsky returned 

briefly to the United States in 1937 to conduct a na-

tional speaking tour, securing additional funds and 

supplies for the AMB. With his returned to Spain, he 

assumed charge of the Sanitary Services of the Inter-

national Brigade, overseeing hundreds of interna-

tional medical volunteers—a position he held until 

the withdrawal of the foreign forces in January 1939. 

Back in the United 

States Barsky re-

sumed his work at 

Beth Israel Hospital. 

He married Vita Lau-

ter, a graduate of the 

University of Wis-

consin, and the cou-

ple had one child -- a 

daughter named An-

gela. In the wake of 

the war in Spain, 

Barsky turned his at-

tention to securing 

relief for Spanish ex-

iles who were living 

in deplorable condi-

tions in French refugee camps, and Republican pris-

oners in Spain. In 1941 Barsky played a key role in 

the formation of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Com-

mittee (JAFRC), an organization dedicated to aiding 

Spanish refugees and lobbying the U.S. leadership on 

behalf of the deposed Republican government. With 

Barsky as chairman, the organization raised closed to 

$400,000 in its first two years of operation. By 1945, 

however, the JAFRC's progressive agenda attracted 

the hostile attention of the House on Un-American 

Activities Committee (HUAC). Barsky, Executive Sec-

retary Helen R. Bryan, and Executive Board members 

of JAFRC were subpoenaed to appear before the 

committee, surrender financial records, and turn 

over the names of contributors and recipients of aid. 

After refusing to comply with HUAC demands, 

Barsky and entire board of JAFRC were charged with 

contempt of Congress and convicted in June 1947. 

Three years of appeals that challenged the constitu-

tionality of the HUAC hearings ended in 1950 when 

the Supreme Court refused to review the convic-

tions. The board members, including novelist How-

ard Fast, were sentenced to three months in prison, 

and Barsky, as the JAFRC's chairman, was sentenced 

to six months in the Federal Penitentiary in Peters-

burg, Virginia and fined $500. Following his release, 

the New York State Board of Regents moved to cen-

sure Barsky and—citing his conviction and subse-

quent imprisonment—suspended his medical li-

cense. Although he received the unstinting support 

of his medical colleagues who filed an Amici Curiae 
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on his behalf, in 1954, after four 

years of appeals, the Supreme 

Court upheld a six-month sus-

pension of his license. Writing in 

a dissenting opinion, Judge Wil-

liam O. Douglas asserted, 

"When a doctor cannot save 

lives in America because he is 

opposed to Franco in Spain, it is 

time to call a halt and look criti-

cally at the neurosis that has 

possessed us." 

Barsky remained committed to 

progressive causes throughout 

his life. In 1952 he worked on 

behalf of the American Labor 

Party and its candidate, Vincent 

Hallihan, who was chief counsel 

for Harry Bridges and at the 

time of the election was serving 

a six months sentence for con-

tempt of congress. During the 

1960s, Barsky was active with 

the Medical Committee for Hu-

man Rights, which provided 

emergency medical services for 

civil rights and peace movement 

workers in the South. He was 

also affiliated with the New 

York labor movement, working 

for many years as a security 

plan panel physician for District 

Council 65. In 1967, the Veter-

ans of the Abraham Lincoln Bri-

gade marked their 30th anniver-

sary with a tribute honoring 

Barsky's achievements on be-

half the Spanish Republic. 

Barsky continued his profes-

sional relationship with Beth Is-

rael Hospital throughout the re-

mainder of his life, serving as 

consulting surgeon in his later 

years. On February 11, 1975, 

Edward Barsky died at the age 

of 78. - Biography courtesy of 

Tamiment Library, NYU.  
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